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XXXIII. Continuation of the Cafe of James Jones. By 
Kichard Browne Chefton, Surgeon to the Gloucefler 
Infirmary.. Communicated in a Letter to Mr. Henry 
Watfon, Surgeon to the Weftminfter HofpitaL (See 

A 3*3-) 

Pxcad November 16, i?Sa 
DEAR SIR, 

T HAVE it at laft in. my power to inform you of the 
ftate the bones ot the pelvis appeared in after a ma- 
ceration of five months: for though by very feldom 
changing the water, and keeping the veffel containing 
it rather in a warm place, T fuffcred the higheft putre- 
fadtion to come on, it took up that fpace of time be- 
fore the foft parts were entirely deftroved. 

In my account of the ftate i;i which I found the 
thoracic duel of: the fame fubjedt, T mentioned my fuf- 
picions (from the only examination I then had it in my 
power to make) that a confiderable part of the fub- 
ftance of the os innominatum was deftroved or abforbed ; 
but maceration has cleared up this circumftance, and 
fhewn, that the depth the probe entered, and the gritty 
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tcfiftance I felt in the body of the tumor, was not from 
its paffing through a carious or difeafed part, as there 
was reafon then to fuppofe, but from the quantity of 
dffeous niatter depofited on the outward fide of the 04 
innominatum\ and that the part fo loaded with it exter- 
nally, and as it after wards proved to be internally ', was 
apparently in a found Hate. 

It is difficult to fix upon the precife part where the 
tnmor occupying the right moiety of the pelvis, and con- 
traing the boney matter, originated. There is, however, 
svery reafon to fuppofe it began low down in the pelvis 
under the peritoneum^ as the furface of the tumor was 
evidently covered with that membrane; and from every 
eircutoflance in the appearance of the tumor, as well as a 
careful examination of it, during the progrefs of its dif- 
fclntion, it is probable, tfeat paffing out of the pelvis an- 
teriorly through the foramen ovah y as well as laterally 
under the ifcbium, and rifing upwards over the fpine of 
the ilium) it formed a complete communication from 
within outwardly, fo as to envelope the whole of the right 
os innominatmn entirely. 

As the foft parts of the tusfcor decayed in mace- 
ration, great quantities of boney matter in irregu- 
lar forms and of different ikes were found in the water 
at the bottom of the pan ; and as no force, nor even 
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motion, had been ufed which could have feparated this 
matter from what remained adherent to the bone, it i& 
highly probable it was ever depofited in, and difperfed 
through, the tumor in a detached ftate* 

The tttmo^ externally, bore the ufual appearances of 
a difeafed or enlarged gland; but, by degrees) as I had 
opportunities to obferve upon changing the water) the 
whole appearance was changed, and the boney matter, as 
the maceration proceeded, feemed furrotmded by .a 
hard, white, and rather tranfparent fubftance, not muck 
unlike fuet* in which Hate it principally refined the dif- 
folvent power of the- water. 

When the bone in general Teemed fufficiently,dtean£ed 
for drying, I found in one part fome remains of this 
fuety fubftance ; but as I was unwilling to continue the 
whole in water any longer fot the fake of this finall por- 
tion, and thought hfefides that in its. drying I might get 
fome infight into ks nature, 1 expofed it to. the open air^ 
and was furprized to find that in the courfe of three days 
it was intirely diflipated, fcarcely a trace of it remaining, 
unlefs that, in the particular portion alluded to, the boney 
matter was of a more duiky colour than elfewhere. 

I had now the fatisfa&ion to find the attention and 
care beftowed upon the bones during the maceration 
amply repaid by the Angularities which they prefented^ 
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The left os innominatum was perfectly free from any 
"unnatural appearance in every part, even to its junction 
at the fympbyfis of the pubis \ but there the line was 
drawn, and difeafe immediately began to fhew itfelf 
through the whole of the right os innominatum^ and to 
advance as it were from a fuperficial ulceration to ex- 
crefcences in the greateft quantity. 

It is remarkable, that the cartilage conne&ing the 
t>Jfa pubis fhould be fo complete a boundary to the 
difeafe; for though the external lamella was in all that 
part of the os pubis and ifcbium (particularly at the ramus 
of the latter) which united forms the foramen ovale, not 
the leaft deficiency is to be obferved in the left os pubis. 
So interefting to the knowledge of the nature of this 
difeafe is it to obferve that the extent of the tumor, which 
terminated exactly at this part, fhould likewife as exa&iy 

have limited its efFe£ts or confequences* 

■•. 

So far then as the external lamella of the as- pubis 
and ifcbium was deficient, fo far thefe bones prefented 
that roughnefs and irregular lofs of fubftanoes which is 
commonly denominated ulceration or fuperficial caries. 
The bottom of the acetabulum had likewife fuffered in a 
iimilar manner: but over the whole of the ilium f both 
externally and internally, the lamella feemed very little 
injured* though covered by vaft quantities of boney 
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matter brandling out into various forms of different 
iizes, which a minute examination and careful attempt 
to feparate afcertained to be mere,, though firm, adhe- 
sions to the furface of the bone* and adventitious to the 
part on which they were found. 

I am> See. 

Gfoucefter, 
November i, jtfSo* 

EXPLANATION Of «l» DRAW! KG*. 

N* I. A front view of thepeAxs* 

It may only be itecfeflarf fot>bferye bere,as «5* Raw- 
ing is fo expieflive of the driginal, thaMhc cew*e $f *ke 
external part of tfae»5faa* ifrndt Covered with boney iri*t- 
ter in fuch quantities,!* of fitch a fize> as there fe wtound 
and over the pofteridppart t>f the crifia or *p*ae, «id 
where this botieibtttfr * Jtmtftion wfchthe^y&raa*; yet 
there is not the ffm& e* a lix pence -which has not more 
or ifefs of it on it. 

The os factum, though ^patently i&tmd, is HkewSfe 
fprinkled With it in ffcveial pteccs. 
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N a II. A fide view of the pelvis^ ihewing^ 

1 . In the acetabulum a flight erofibn. 

2. The boney matter in different forms and fizes oa 
the outward fide of the ilium. 

3. The os factum flightly expreffed, refting on a cork. 

4. The crifta of the ilium at the pofterior part thickly 
covered with boney matter; at the anterior, free from it. 

I have made no references in the drawings, as the 
above remarks will be fufficiently obvious. 
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